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Claim(s) allowed: 
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Continuation of 5. does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: As noted in the Office Action mailed 03.31.03. 
(Paper No. 14), the art of record, Key et al. (5241360) disclose a distance measuring system (abstract), for measuring distance by 
receiving a reflection light beam from an object to be measured, comprising a control arithmetic unit (i.e. control unit; see column 3, lines 
25-27; 30), a light emitting unit (22) for emitting a measuring light beam and a photo-detection unit (56; column 6, lines 48-51) for 
receiving said reflection light beam (42) from an object (38) to be measured, and for issuing a signal based on a photo-detection amount 
of said reflection light beam, a light amount adjuster (58; column 7, lines 27-51) for adjusting the photo-detection amount of a reflection 
light beam received by the photo-detection unit and obtaining an amount of reflection light based on the result of the adjustment. 
Examiner notes that modifications to the apparatusof Key et al. as suggested by references US Patents 5909311, 5225810, and 
4922281 result in an apparatus possessing similar functionality to the claimed invention. In particular, the modifications to Key et al. 
incorporate means for distinguishing between desired objects, means for storing data and means for switching modes of operation. The 
combination of means assists the apparatus in its ability to accurately distinguish between objects of interest . 
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